
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Visit MODEL DOCUMENTATION SYSTEM at:  
http://air-climate.eionet.eu.int/databases/mds.html 

 
Information on how to submit a model to MDS 
can be found at: 
http://air-climate.eionet.eu.int/databases/mds_submit.html 

For further information, please contact:  
MDS Administrator: mds@aix.meng.auth.gr 
Laboratory of Heat Transfer and Environmental Engineering 
Aristotle University Thessaloniki 
 
P.O. Box 483  Tel.: +30 2310 996011 (secr.)  
Aristotle University  Fax: +30 2310 996012 
GR-54124 Thessaloniki  
Greece 

Model 
Documentation 
System 

THEMATIC COMPARISON 

Thematic comparison gives the user the opportunity to 
have a quick look at specific model characteristics. 

 

ETC Air and Climate Change under contract 
to the European Environment Agency 

MODEL DOCUMENTATION SYSTEM offers you: 

√ Database of 96 models 
√ Description of the models 
√ Contact persons 
√ User-friendly search facility 
√ Interface for intercomparison of model 

characteristics 

MDS 
 
MDS is a web-based database 
containing information on air 
quality models 

A comprehensive    
source of information 
on air quality models

Alternatively, one can search through the entire list of the 
model catalog in alphabetic order… 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Air quality models can be used at different scales: local, 
national, regional and European. The purpose of such 
models is to assess whether local/urban air quality limit 
values are exceeded, as laid down in the EU Air quality 
framework Directive and whether critical loads for 
acidification and eutrophication and air quality limits for 
ozone in rural areas are exceeded (as agreed under the 
Long Range Transboundary Air Pollution Convention). Key 
input data for the models include emissions estimates from 
different source categories, such as energy industries, 
transport, manufacturing industry, residential sector and 
meteorological data. 

Visit Model Documentation System at: http://air-climate.eionet.eu.int/databases/mds.html 

The Model Documentation System, hosted at the European 
Environment Agency, is a web-based database for air 
quality models. 

There are 3 different ways to use the MDS database    

√ Structured search 
√ Unstructured search 
√ Whole model catalogue 

 
Using the structured search facility, the user is guided 
through the database and is assisted in selecting the most 
appropriate model for the specific application. The 
unstructured search enables a simple text search. 
Alternatively one can find the description of a specific 
model through the whole model catalogue. 

USE OF AIR QUALITY MODELS 

In the structured search, by answering a number of 
questions the user can select the characteristics that a model 
must have, so that it is considered appropriate for the case 
study in question. At each step, help for each of the selection 
fields is provided. 

The user requirements are used for narrowing the list of 
potential models that can address the specific issue. 
 
Once the model search has yielded a reduced number of 
models, a list of the characteristics of each through the 
Short and Long description can be obtained. 
 
The model characteristics can be compared by selecting 
one or more of the Long description fields. NEW FEATURESWHAT IS MDS? 

In 2003 MDS was upgraded and now provides a user 
friendly search and data retrieval interface. 


